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Distinguished Service Award

This award recognizes outstanding and broad contributions 
to the profession in B.C. and to CDSBC over a sustained 

period of time. It may be awarded to non-members of CDSBC.

Susan Chow, DMD

Susan Chow has an impressive record of 
service to dentistry and the community.

She was a member of the CDSBC 
Board for six years, and has participat-
ed in the Review Committee, Profes-
sional Conduct Committee, Task Force 
on Insurance Payments and Dental 
Profession Advisory Program.

A well-known leader in the dental community, Susan is 
past president of the Chinese Canadian Dental Society, 
former executive director of the Association of Women 
Dentists, and past president of the Vancouver and District 
Dental Society.

Susan sat on the Membership and Communications Com-
mittee of the Canadian Dental Association, and was a board 
member for the Association of Chinese Canadian Profes-
sionals. She was also a creator, organizer and paddler of 
a Dental Dragon Boat team, and volunteered for the 2010 
Winter Olympic Games.

Susan is a fellow of the American College of Dentists; the 
International College of Dentists; the Pierre Fauchard Acad-
emy; and the Academy of Dentistry International.

In 2010, the College recognized Susan’s efforts with a 
CDSBC Special Group Award for her work on the Sirona 
Learning Centre: a state-of-the-art teaching and learning 
facility. Susan practises dentistry in Vancouver.

Michael MacEntee, LDS(I) [Dublin], Certified Specialist 
(Prosthodontics)

Michael MacEntee has been instru-
mental in providing dental research, 
education and care to benefit B.C.’s 
aging population.

He has also been an active CDSBC vol-
unteer. Michael served on the CDSBC 
Board for five years, and in that capac-
ity acted as a liaison between the Col-
lege and the UBC Faculty of Dentistry.

During his academic career, Michael has attended to 
the oral needs of elders as a prosthodontist, teacher 
and researcher. His research addresses oral health,             

prosthodontics, and quality of life with advancing age. He 
has published extensively on the measurement, distribu-
tion, impact and management of oral disorders in old age, 
and is an editor for several international journals relating to 
prosthodontics and gerodontology.

Michael has participated in many CDSBC committees, 
most notably: the Health Hazards and Health Promotions 
Committee, and the Dental Technician/Denturist Advisory 
Committee.

He is a past president of the International College of 
Prosthodontists; the Association of Prosthodontists of 
Canada; the BC Society of Prosthodontists; and the Royal 
College of Dentists of Canada. Michael was Chair of the 
Division of Prosthodontics at UBC from 1981 until 2004, 
and is a practising prosthodontist in Vancouver.

Ashok Varma, BSc, DMD

Ashok (Ash) Varma has served CDSBC 
tirelessly for more than 20 years.

He is a past president and former vice 
president of the College, and sat on 
the CDSBC Board for 10 years. During 
his presidency, Ash led the College 
through the transition to the Health 
Professions Act.

Ash has also sat on numerous committees. He currently 
Vice-Chairs the Quality Assurance Committee and serves 
on the Continuing Education Subcommittee.

Ash hails from Powell River and follows in the footsteps 
of his father, Dr. Virendra Varma. They shared a dental 
practice until his father’s retirement in 2002. In fact, it 
was Ash’s father who established the original Powell River 
on-call service for after-hours dental emergencies –- a 
program Ash has continued to run for the past 21 years.

In addition to serving on the joint College/BCDA Task Force 
for Dental Emergencies, Ash served CDSBC for four years 
as Chair of the Ethics Committee. He also chaired the HPA 
Bylaws Working Group, and sub-chaired the Peer Review 
Committee.

Ash is proud to have been granted four fellowships: 
the Pierre Fauchard Academy; the American College of 
Dentists; the International College of Dentists; and the 
Academy of Dentistry International. He is also on the 
Executive of the Canadian Academy of Restorative Den-
tistry and Prosthodontics, and is involved with the Powell 
River Hospital Foundation.

A member and past president of the Powell River Rotary 
Club, Ash was granted a Paul Harris Fellowship for service 
to the Rotary. Ash practises dentistry in Powell River.
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Award of Merit

This award recognizes significant contributions, beyond ba-
sic volunteer participation, that have had an impact on the 

practice or the profession of dentistry through involvement 
with CDSBC. It may be granted to non-members of CDSBC.

Leona Ashcroft, CIP

Leona Ashcroft has volunteered 
her time generously to the College 
since 2003.

During her seven-year tenure as a 
public representative on the CDSBC 
Board, Leona sat on a variety of com-
mittees, including the Discipline, Ethics 
and Practice Standards Committees.

Leona has been involved with the insurance industry 
for more than 35 years. She has managed ICBC offices 
throughout B.C., providing leadership to claim managers 
and staff. She also developed and implemented Bridging 
the Gap: a project to enhance customer service to Abbots-
ford’s Indo-Canadian community.

Leona, a Chartered Insurance Professional (CIP), currently 
operates her own insurance adjusting business – Ashcroft 
Insurance Adjusters – in Nelson, serving clients in the East 
and West Kootenays.

Victor Bowman

Victor Bowman has served CDSBC in 
many capacities.

He was a member of the Board 
for eight years, and is currently a 
member of the Discipline Commit-
tee. Victor has also belonged to the 
Executive, Professional Conduct and 
Registration Committees, as well as 
the CDA Licensure Subcommittee.

Victor has a background in management, labour relations 
and leadership development. He is President of Integra 
Directions Incorporated: a company that helps rural clients 
with interests in the Central Interior develop long-range 
resource planning.

Victor is also a session instructor in Marketing at the Col-
lege of New Caledonia.

Paul Durose, BA, MA (Educational Administration)

Paul Durose has shared his enthu-
siasm and expertise with CDSBC 
since 2003.

He was a public representative on the 
Board for seven years, and continues 
to serve on the Quality Assurance, Eth-
ics and Discipline Committees.

In 2001, Paul retired as the Deputy 
Superintendent and the Secretary-Treasurer for School Dis-
trict 23 (Central Okanagan) following a 33-year career.

During his 23 years in senior administration, Paul provided 
leadership in a range of areas including instruction, human 
resources/labour relations, capital projects, finance, opera-
tions and board governance.

Since retiring, Paul has chaired the Property Assessment 
Review Panel for Kelowna; provided consulting services to 
an architectural firm in the area of project development; and 
been a contracted enrolment auditor for the BC Ministry 
of Education. He currently owns and operates three home 
businesses while serving as a director on the board of the 
third-largest credit union in BC.

Cathy Larson, CDA, PID, Cert. Online Teaching

Cathy Larson is a dedicated CDSBC 
volunteer and active educator.

She has made a positive contribution 
to the College through her work on re-
vising the CDSBC Bylaws for Certified 
Dental Assistants (CDAs), and worked 
diligently for four years as an examiner 
for the College’s CDA Examination 
Committee.

Since receiving her CDA certification, Cathy has completed 
her prosthodontic and orthodontic modules, and has partici-
pated in the College’s CDA Prosthodontic Module Working 
Group.

As an educator, Cathy is involved with mentorship, educa-
tion and upgrading for individuals who need specific skills to 
complete their National Dental Assisting Examining Board 
(NDAEB) clinical and CDSBC certification requirements. She is 
working with the CDA Distance program at Vancouver Com-
munity College (VCC) to offer the program online, making it 
more accessible to individuals province-wide.

Cathy is an instructor for the Certified Dental Assisting and 
Dental Reception Coordinator Programs at VCC, and an 
instructor for the Prosthodontic Module at the University of 
the Fraser Valley.

Robert McDougall, BSc, DMD

Robert (Bob) McDougall has gener-
ously volunteered his time to the 
dental community and the public.

While serving five years on the 
CDSBC Board as the Vancouver 
Island representative, Bob has been a 
member of the Ethics, Audit and CDA 
Advisory Committees. 

Bob continues to work on task forces with the Victoria and 
District Dental Society after having served in the capacity of 
secretary, scientific director, vice-president and president.

With a Diploma in Dental Technology, Bob started in den-
tistry as a full-service, in-house dental technician in Victoria. 
He went on to receive his BSc (UVic) and DMD (UBC), and 
has worked as a general practitioner in Victoria ever since. 

Bob has been nominated by peers and received interna-
tional fellowships with the Pierre Fauchard Academy and 
the American College of Dentists. 

Bob has also provided urgent dental care to people in need 
while participating in the BCDA’s Community Dental Days.

Mel Sawyer, DMD

Mel Sawyer’s involvement with 
CDSBC goes back 30 years.

He is a former chair of the Ethics 
Committee, former vice-chair of the 
Professional Review Committee, and 
was a past inspector for the College. 

Mel is also a former Council member 
(now known as the Board).

In his early years of service, Mel was a key contact dentist 
for the College’s Dialogue in Dentistry Program. He is also a 
past president of the Vancouver and District Dental Society.

Mel is currently a member of CDSBC’s working group for 
the development of Guidelines for Infection Control. He and 
other dentists are working with representatives from the 
College of Dental Hygienists to create revised guidelines 
for general use in the dental office.

A dedicated researcher, Mel was awarded a grant from 
WorkSafeBC and Workers’ Compensation Board of Nova 
Scotia to study needle-stick injuries in dentistry, and has a 
paper currently pending publication.

As of January 1, 2011, Mel was appointed Associate Dean 
for Clinical Affairs at the University of Manitoba, Faculty of 
Dentistry.
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Ms. Marjorie Dimitri
Dr. Kevin Doyle
Dr. Joel Epstein
Dr. Bethan Everett
Dr. Murray Fain
Dr. Ted Fantin
Dr. Myron H. Faryna
Ms. Jane Faulafer
Dr. Brad Forster
Dr. Rex Fortescue
Ms. Rosie Friesen
Dr. Ed Fukushima
Dr. Will Gaede
Dr. John S. Garforth
Dr. Paul Garret
Dr. Ivan Gasoi
Dr. John R. Gercsak
Dr. David Gifford
Mr. Kenneth Glasner
Mr. Rob Goffinet
Dr. Burton Goldstein
Dr. Larry Goldstein
Dr. Gerd Gottschling
Dr. John Gould
Dr. Tim Gould
Dr. Ian Hadfield
Dr. R.E. (Rick) Hallett

Past CDSBC Award Recipients 



Dr. Myrna Halpenny
Ms. Lael Hamilton
Ms. Cia Harms
Dr. Michael Henry
Dr. Dana Herberts
Ms. Diana M. Hiebert
Dr. David M. Hodges
Ms. Freda Hopper
Ms. Debbie Horin
Dr. Allan Hovan
Dr. Leetty Huang
Dr. Nelson T.A. Hui
Dr. Bill Joiner
Ms. Karen Jones
Dr. D. Todd Jones
Mr. Mehmud Karmali
Dr. Peter Kearney
Dr. Maureen Kent
Ms. Frances Kirkpatrick
Dr. Eric B. Kjekstad
Dr. Diane Kjorven
Dr. Ronald W. Komm
Dr. Richard Kramer
Dr. John Krell
Ms. Judy Laird
Dr. Shawn Lee
Ms. Maureen Leech
Dr. Bernie Legatto
Dr. Mac Leitch
Dr. Bill Liang
Dr. Keith Lindsay
Dr. Peter M. Lobb
Dr. Michael MacEntee
Dr. Lex MacNeil
Dr. Bruce McAlpine
Mr. Gordon McConnell
Dr. Joseph McIvor
Dr. Roger Magnall
Dr. Yale Malkin
Dr. Bob Malpass
Ms. Karen Manary
Dr. George Maryniak
Dr. Cliff Mason
Dr. Graham Matheson
Mr. Robbie Moore
Ms. Linda Mykecey
Dr. John N. Nasedkin
Dr. Craig K. Naylor
Dr. Ken A. Neuman
Dr. George Ng
Dr. Dennis P. Nimchuk
Dr. Ed O’Brien
Ms. Yolanda Olivotto
Ms. Linda Olsen
Dr. Matt Panar
Ms. Marlane Paquin
Ms. Debbie Payne
Dr. Edward J. Penner
Dr. Jack Penzer
Dr. David Philip

Mr. Bill Phillips
Dr. Colin Price
Dr. David Prokopetz
Protec Dental
Ms. Christine Puder
Dr. Ronald Pudritz
Ms. Gerri Randall
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