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Temporary cda

Practising cda

LIMITED CDA

dental assistant

In British Columbia, only those Level II dental assistants who are certified by the College of Dental Surgeons of BC  
(CDSBC) may provide the services of a certified dental assistant (CDA) as outlined in the CDSBC Bylaws under the  
Health Professions Act. 

The exceptions to this are qualified Level II dental assistants who have been granted conditional certification by CDSBC in 
order to obtain employment and perform the services of a CDA in B.C. while completing the certification process, e.g. writing the 
National Dental Assisting Examining Board (NDAEB) exam or completing additional education in skills specific to B.C. that are 
beyond the national core skills.

Practising Certified Dental Assistant – CDA 
A Level II dental assistant who has been formally trained and has successfully completed all certification requirements may perform 
all services as outlined in Part 8 of the CDSBC Bylaws, which may include expanded services in Orthodontics and Prosthodontics if 
they have the designation indicating successful completion of the specific module.
	

Temporary Certified Dental Assistant – CDA (T)
Graduates of BC Level II dental assisting programs that have been accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of 
Canada (CDAC) may hold this certification which allows them to provide the services of a Practising CDA in accordance with Part 8 
of the CDSBC Bylaws while waiting to complete the NDAEB written examination.

Limited Certified Dental Assistant – CDA (L)
Graduates of dental assisting programs who hold valid and non-restricted certification, registration or licensure, or who have been 
practising as the equivalent in another Canadian jurisdiction where certification, registration, or licensure is not required, and who 
are in good standing with their regulatory authority, may hold Limited Certification allowing them to work while completing the 
requirements for certification as a practising CDA.

Dental Assistant
A dental assistant is a person other than a certified dental assistant or a dental hygienist who assists a dentist in the provision of 
services while under the supervision of the dentist. 
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